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Georgia National Fair Dairy Show Results 
 

One hundred fourteen students exhibited in the Commer-
cial Dairy Heifer Show at the Georgia National Fair in Perry, 
on October 4 and 5. The 4-H and FFA students exhibited 
a total of 153 Commercial Dairy Heifers during the two-day 
event. 
 
Exhibitors showed in both showmanship and weight class 
categories. In the weight class show, Skyler Alexander of 
Houston County High School FFA exhibited the Grand 
Champion heifer. The honor of Reserve Grand Champion 
went to Kesley Kohl of Putnam County High School FFA. 
 
Monica Schaapman received the Commissioner of Agricul-
ture's Showmanship Champion award from Gary Black in 

the registered dairy show. Georgia Dairy Youth Foundation sponsored the trophy for this award. 
 
Special thanks to the Morgan County Dairy Show Team for helping host the Georgia Dairy Youth Foundation 
table during the dairy show at the fair. We appreciate the efforts to support GDYF by selling t-shirts and pro-
moting membership. 

Gary Black presents the Commissioner of Agriculture’s 
Showmanship Champion award to Monica Schaapman of 

Abbeville, Georgia. 

GDYF Board Meeting and Auction 

Georgia Dairy Youth Foundation will hold a Board of Directors meeting during the 2015 Georgia Dairy Confer-
ence at the Savannah Riverfront Marriott. The meeting  will take place at noon on Monday, Jan. 12. During 
the evening banquet on Monday, Jan. 12, there will be a live auction to raise money for GDYF. If you would 
like to contribute items for the auction, contact the Georgia Milk Producers office at 706-310-0020 or 
gamilkproducers@gmail.com.  For agenda, registration and hotel reservation information on the 2015 Geor-
gia Dairy Conference, visit the website at www.gamilk.org. 

2015 GDYF Golf Tournament 

March 27, 2015 

Lane Creek  Golf Club 
Bishop, GA 



Upcoming Events 
January 
2015 Georgia Dairy Conference– January 12-14, 2015, Savannah, GA 
 

February 
UGA Commercial Dairy Heifer Show– February 6-7, 2015, Athens, GA 
Georgia State Livestock Show– February 18-21, 2015, Perry, GA 
 
 

Cow Patty Bingo at the Georgia National Fair 

The Georgia Dairy Youth Foundation held a Cow Patty Bingo contest on October 5,2014, at the Georgia Na-
tional Fair in Perry. FFA chapters and 4-H members were encouraged to sell tickets prior to and during the 
fair. The winner of the grand prize of $250 in cash was Julia Scruggs of Chattooga County FFA. The second 
and third place ticket holders both received gift baskets. 
 
All proceeds from the Cow Patty Bingo benefited the Georgia Dairy Youth Foundation. The Georgia Dairy 
Youth Foundation is non-profit organization founded by Georgia Dairymen to address funding needs of 4-H 
and FFA Dairy related projects. Thank you to Ginny Franks and all other GDYF supporters who made this 
fundraiser a success! 

2014 UGA Dairy Judging Team Competes Strong This Fall 
Written by Dr. Bill Graves, UGA 

Over the Labor Day weekend, Brooke Helton, Zoe Latimer, Meri Franks & 
Garrett Hibbs attended Dairy Judging "Boot Camp" at the Maryland State 
Fair. After spending a day watching the beautiful cows in the Holstein and 
Brown Swiss Shows, then an evening adventure to Baltimore's Inner Har-
bor, they were ready for two days of intensive dairy judging. Twenty clas-
ses were placed and discussed by the group, oral reasons were practiced to 
defend their placings and judge many great cows and heifers. We even 
made time to cheer the dawgs over the Clemson Tigers and visit the beau-
tiful inner harbor in Baltimore. 
 

Boot camp had us eager to get to our first contest and test our judging skills at the All American Dairy Show in 
Harrisburg, PA. The team practiced in Hagerstown, MD, at Schneblys Guernsey Farm and Palmyra Ayrshire & 
Holstein Dairy. The team also got to tour the many Amish dairies in Lancaster County, PA, and Hershey Choco-
late World. The team was 3rd in Brown Swiss, 5th in Ayrshires, 7th in Holsteins & 8th in Jerseys.  Zoe Latimer 
was 4th in Brown Swiss & 6th in Ayrshires. 
 
Brooke Helton was 7th in Jerseys. The team was 6th in oral reasons and 9th overall. It was a great trip, but we 
knew we could do better. 
 
Two weeks later it was time for the National Collegiate Contest at  World Dairy Expo in Madison, WI.  We vis-
ited and toured the historic Hoard's Dairy Farm on the way. Twelve classes were placed and six sets of rea-
sons were given at the contest. UGA was 1st Team in Holsteins, 3rd Team in Milking Shorthorns and 8th Place 
Team Overall.  Brooke Helton was 2nd in Holsteins and Meri Franks was 10th in Overall Placing. This was the 
highest placing from a UGA Collegiate Team in history at the National Contest. 

(story continued on next page) 



GDYF Launches First Website 
 

The Georgia Dairy Youth Foundation is proud to announce the launch 
of the first-ever GDYF website! On November 7, GDYF found a new 
home separate from its previous space on the GA Milk Producers web-
site. This site, designed for ease of use for all age groups, is a guide to 
dairy youth activities in Georgia. To name a few features, the site 
boasts current pictures, a calendar of events, and online GDYF mem-
bership and payment forms. Not only can you find out what Georgia's 
dairy youth have been up to, but you can learn how you and the youth 
in your life can become involved! 
 
 With multiple resources for the activities we support on local, county, state and national levels, this site will 
make it easier for students to gather information on and participate in these events. To check out the web-
site at www.gadyf.com. 

WDairy Hosts Commercial Dairy Heifer Workshop 

On the morning of October 18, ag teachers, parents and 4-H agents gathered at the WDairy in Madison, Ga., 
eager to learn at the Commercial Dairy Heifer Workshop. This event, sponsored by the Georgia Dairy Youth 
Foundation, trained the 23 participants on how to properly grow and prepare a commercial dairy heifer for 
showing. Matt Mitchell, Dr. Emanuel Rollin, Dr. Jillian Fain Bohlen, the Williams family and Mr. Bobby Walker 
volunteered to share their dairy expertise with the group. Topics included health, proper nutrition, getting 
ready for the show ring and the importance of heifer growth for returning to the dairy farm. Attendees of this 
educational event enjoyed a tour of the WDairy as well as lunch. Thank you to everyone who made this event 
a success! If you are interested in attending an event like this in the future, be on the lookout for our August 
2015 Commercial Dairy Heifer Workshop. 

The homepage of the new GDYF website 
leads to several helpful links for members  

and those interested in joining. 

After a short break for Perry and some other shows, the team visited Lexington and Churchill Downs on their 
way to participate in the North American International Collegiate dairy judging contest in Louisville, KY. Out 
of 20 teams, UGA was 4th in Brown Swiss, 5th in Ayrshires & 8th in overall reasons. Meri Franks was 1st in 
Guernseys and 5th in Swiss. Brooke Helton was 1st in Holsteins (after being second in Madison, WI). Zoe Lati-
mer was 6th in Jerseys. Special congratulations to Meri and Brooke for winning a breed each in the Common-
wealth. This was our last contest and none of us were ready for all the fun and competitions to end.  
What a great year! Go Dawgs! 

Get the New GDYF T-Shirt 

The winner of the 2014 Georgia Dairy Youth Foundation t-shirt 
design competition was Fantasia Johnson of Putnam County 4-H. 
Fantasia created the artwork that was adapted to the design on 
the back of the shirts that come in both red and black. The shirts 
will be distributed to each participant of the State Commercial 
Dairy Heifer Show held in February in Perry. At the state show, 
everyone will have the opportunity to show their support for the 
Georgia Dairy Youth Foundation by purchasing a shirt for $10. Look for the Georgia Dairy Youth Foundation 
booth to purchase your own and promote GDYF! 


